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Current Market Penetration of Blueberries – Part 1: Perception and Experience 

Source: JMA Research Institute Marketing Data Bank, Fruit Consumption Survey, 2009 

Which of these fruits do you know by name? 

Japanese consumers are familiar with blueberries 
Virtually everyone knows blueberries and more than 50% have eaten them within the past year 

Which of these fruits have you eaten in the past year? 
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Source: Yahoo! Value Insight, Food Ingredient Ranking, fruit category, 2009 
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Current Market Penetration of Blueberries – Part 5: Desire to Consume Blueberries in Future 

B.M.FT, Sweets Taste 2012 Survey of Tastes in Ingredients & Flavors 

Blueberry flavoring scored high on the want-to-eat scale 
Approx. 40% of respondents said blueberry was a confectionary ingredient or flavor they 

wanted to eat in future – the third highest ranking among all fruits and vegetables. 

Which of these fruit-based and vege-based confectionary ingredients and flavors do you want to eat in future? 
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Creating their own…….. 

Pet Foods Soap, shampoo 



Cultivated Blueberry is grown in Japan, too, and getting popular, but… 

“My blueberry grows in nature, so it is WILD blueberry. Right?” 
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Blueberry Import into Japan  - Quantity 

Safety regulation by Japanese 

government 



Japan Custom Data  Frozen berry (no sugar added)   Blueberry Raspberry 

Code 081190230 Frozen Berry, No sugar added, Not cooked 

  ２００５ ２００６ ２００７ ２００８ ２００９ ２０１０ ２０１１ ２０１２ ２０１３ 

From Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen Kg CIF yen 

Canada 10,357,285 @356 10,779,791 @482 7,866,872 @606 7,668,210 @553 6,827,715 @359 8,273,677 @280 8,249,867 @365 10,805,217 @411 10,931,982 @437 

USA 5,836,880 @368 5,786,636 @487 5,663,270 @598 4,643,303 @545 4,121,870 @363 3,883,048 @296 4,781,315 @366 4,752,165 @411 4,474,944 @428 

Sweden 1,550,730 @326 1,547,760 @388 971,160 @641 378,950 @511 496,910 @442 559,180 @335 545,100 @489 200,845 @495 351,370 @441 

China 406,589 @332 207,034 @436 338,476 @529 97,600 @590 88,200 @293 75,546 @249 33,505 @342 8,230 @413     

France 45,997 @675 47,729 @760 52,338 @967 36,067 @990 38,042 @741 20,963 @616 15,160 @491 18,242 @489 14,209 @650 

Finland 184,600 @319 220,150 @466 218,200 @682 81,470 @471 64,914 @504 7,000 @488 24,160 @444 120,960 @483 48,005 @502 

Poland 21,260 @561 28,100 @750 26,502 @935 26,381 @888 24,078 @687 45,471 @550 32,098 @560 27,392 @616 30,164 @824 

Latviya 50,000 @279 124,000 @476 75,000 @628     25,000 @326 100,000 @295     100,000 @351     

Lithuania     241,875 @402 100,000 @651     25,000 @399     25,000 @487         

Ukraine 39,975 @291 259,500 @528 180,950 @611 19,900 @578 20,000 @565                 

Chile 88,624 @297 178,080 @443 146,655 @567 74,339 @505 54,851 @279 67,265 @313 346,011 @363 415,793 @331 869,089 @366 

New Zealand 4,500 @622 6,490 @613 2,000 @394     3,698 @408         420 @533 3,000 @435 

Netherlands         3,320 @796 1,021 @706                     

Russia 49,008 @280 568,950 @542     108,625 @459         15,000 @704         

Serbia             5,480 @482         500 @466 1,400 @546 1,975 @693 

Argentina     14,913 @474 23,397 @515 43,650 @396             21,760 @369     

Cote d'Ivoire 
 (Ivory Coast)             1,000 @635                     

Belgium 7,130 @347     2,910 @379             500 @482         

Bella Luz* 25,000 @360 135,000 @459 50,000 @635                         

Germany 1,503 @593                                 

Spain 4,059 @481                 1,932 @1525 2,934 @1489 4,954 @1353 3,098 @1804 

Romania 19,840 @395                                 

Estonia 324,000 @310     24,150 @727                         

Australia 3,800 @676                                 

Italia                         500 @440         

Total 19,020,780 @356 20,146,008 @477 15,745,200 @607 13,185,996 @549 11,790,278 @366 13,034,082 @289 14,071,650 @372 16,477,378 @411 16,727,836 @432 

How much Frozen Blueberry Japan has been importing 

= Japan Custom Data = 



How much Frozen Blueberry Japan has been importing 

= Japan Custom Data = 



Jam and Fruit-Preparation industry is still the largest 

user of Blueberry in Japan 



How  x  When (How  often)  x  by How many people  

As ingredient/frozen 
Jam 
Fruit Preparation 
Bakery 
Drink 
 
As fresh fruit 
Salad toppings 
Confectionary topping 

Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 
Snack/Sweets 
Dessert 

Population Demographics 

How to market Wild against 

Cultivated and other fruits 

What is unique characteristics of Wild blueberry? 



Japanese Breakfast Western Breakfast 



Blueberry products in Japan 

Blueberry Import into Japan  - Quantity 

Safety regulation by Japanese 

government 





Useful Web Sites 

 

Japan Custom 

http://www.customs.go.jp/english/index.htm 

 

JETRO 

http://www.jetro.go.jp/ 

 

 



http://m5.ws001.squarestart.ne.jp/foundation/search.html 

Web Site 









Most of buyers/importers in Japan ask for… 

 

1 A list of chemicals used in the field in both   

   fruit-bearing and non-bearing year. 

 

2 Chemical residue test results of finish good –  

   frozen blueberry.  

 

* A list of chemicals used in neighboring fields 

    that might drift into your fields.  

 

 






